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50th Anniversary of the PGRC Vichy Crew 
by Jinx Becker Sacco 

The First Annual National Championships of 
the NWRA (National Women’s Rowing 
Association) were held in Seattle, Washington 
on Green Lake in June 1966. In the inaugural 
regatta of the fledgling organization, 
Philadelphia Girls’ Rowing Club was the only 
east coast women’s crew participating. There 
were no other boat clubs in the east endorsing 
women’s crews, and its widespread inclusion 
at the college level was years away. (next page) 

In November of 2016, Sophie Socha, Barb 
DePena Hoe, and Jinx Becker Sacco began 
planning for a 50th anniversary reunion of the 
PGRC 1966 and 1967 national champion 
women’s heavyweight eights and the 1967 
“Vichy Eight”. On Saturday, June 24, 2017, 
10 of the 11 living members of the ’66 and 
’67 crews met at the Pennsylvania Barge 
Club for an opportunity to reminisce about 
PGRC’s role in women’s racing in the 60s.  

Keystone Grant Award 

The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 
Commission (PHMC) has awarded $80,000 
to PGRC’s preservation project. This 
confirms statewide recognition of our club’s 
historic value. Keystone Historic Preservation 
Grants provide funding to support projects 
that identify, preserve, promote and protect 
historic and archaeological resources in 
Pennsylvania for both the benefit of the public 
and the revitalization of communities. This 
includes construction activities at resources 
listed in or eligible for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places.  A power ten! 

June 24, 2017: Top row, L to R: Janice Saudergas, Barbara 
DePena, Ernestine Bayer Jr., Penny Gibson Henwood, Liz 
Griffen Bergen, Faye Bardman Donovan; Bottom row: 
Sophie Socha, Marjorie Pollack Ballheim, Anita (Jinx) 
Becker Sacco and Nancy Keeler Bocchino. 
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50th Anniversary of the PGRC Vichy Crew (cont.) 

The PGRC team traveled to Seattle 
unaccompanied by their coaches, and each 
member was responsible for all her own 
expenses. As reported in The Sunday 
Bulletin, June 5, 1966, “The City Business 
Club gave them a sendoff luncheon last Friday at 
the Bellevue Stratford, but that’s all they’re 
getting for free.” Lodging was provided by 
host families affiliated with the Green Lake 
and Lake Washington crews.  

Coaches John Quinn and Ernest Bayer had 
set the lineup. From the bow, the crew was: 
Nancy Keeler, Barb DePena, Faye 
Bardman, Evelyn Bergman, Ernestine 
Bayer, Jr., Carol Schuler, Jinx Becker and 
Nancy Farrell, with Margie Pollack as 
coxswain. PGRC won the eight in 4:07.5. 
PGRC’s Veronica Socha also won the light-
weight women’s single, although spectators 
had numerous anxious moments watching 
her race. Unsure where the finish line was, 
Ronnie stopped several times before 
crossing it – still ahead of her competition! 

A year later in June of 1967, PGRC 
competitors again traveled west to compete 
in the Second Annual National 
Championships of the NWRA and to 
defend their title. The regatta was held in 
Oakland, California, on Lake Merritt and 
hosted by the Lake Merritt Rowing Club. 
Once again, PGRC was the only east coast 
club to compete. There were some 
personnel changes in the lineup: Sophie 
Socha was in bow, Janice Saudargas took 3 
seat, and Penny Gibson gunned the engine 
room at No. 6. The PGRC eight was 
victorious once again and turned in a 
winning time of 3:44.8. PGRC had four 
first-place wins in addition to the eight 
championship: Heavy single; heavy four 
w/cox; heavy quad w/ cox; and heavy 

double. Unfortunately, the team did not 
accumulate enough points to win the regatta.  

Each competitor from Philadelphia Girls’ 
Rowing Club paid her own travel, food, and 
lodging expenses, which increased in 1967 
because motel accommodations were secured in 
Oakland, and the team traveled to San 
Francisco, combining competition with 
tourism. Upon returning from California, the 
PGRC national champion eight was invited to 
row in exhibition in the Canadian Centennial 
Regatta at the North American Rowing 
Championships held that August in St. 
Catharines, Ontario – the only women in the 
regatta.  

In Canada, the team was invited to compete 
internationally in the European Rowing 
Championships, which were to be held in 
Vichy, France several weeks later. The idea was 
appealing. They would be the first US women’s 
eight to compete abroad! But the crew had 
spent their cash reserves on the NWRA 
Championships. Enter Horace Davenport, a 
rowing benefactor who quietly offered to loan 
$600 to each of the crew members traveling to 
Vichy – with the stipulation that his loan would 
be repaid in one year. And it was! Without that 
generous loan, they would not have made the 
trip.  

Knowing that the Russian, Bulgarian and 
Czech women, with their State support, would 
be racing against them, they had few 
expectations of winning, yet the anticipation of 
international competition was both thrilling and 
intimidating. The crew brought 10 oars to 
France, and borrowed a men’s eight for the 
event. As they were representing the first US 
women’s crew in international competition, 
they were fêted by the Vichy dignitaries. The 
first sight of an international raceway was 
nerve-wracking! They developed – and 
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50th Anniversary of the PGRC Vichy Crew (cont.) 

remembered – a signal system, for example, 
“Bow over-squared!” meant that it was time 
to take the pace up. The US team acquitted 
themselves well enough to open the way for 
future competition and returned home to 
Philadelphia, where Mayor James H. J. Tate 
honored them with the keys to the city.  

50 years later, it was time to get together 
again. Mike Ragan, President of 
Pennsylvania Barge Club, facilitated the use 
of PBC for the gathering and catered meal. 
Ten oarswomen, five husbands, and two 
friends of rowing, Lois and George Hines, 
attended the event that began with a social 

hour with beverages provided by Barb Hoe. 
Sadly, Carol Schuler Lachal was unable to 
travel from Australia.  

Margie Pollack Ballheim and Nancy Keeler 
Bocchino each brought memorabilia from the 
competitions of half a century ago. Photos, 
news clippings, programs and souvenirs 
brought memories flooding back. Liz Griffin 
Bergen, the designated alternate for each of 
the competitions, brought a dress form that 
she outfitted with elements of the uniform 
worn for our trip to Vichy: blue blazer with 
USA patch; white dress; red beret; red, white, 
and blue scarf.  

 

PGRC Crew with Eastern Europeans: Top row left to right, unidentified, Czech, Russian, unidentified, Barbara DePena Hoe, 
Czech, Janice Saudargas, Evelyn Bergman, and Czech. Bottom row left to right, Sophie Socha, unidentified, Marjorie Pollack 
Ballheim, Czech, and Nancy Farrell. 
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The City of Philadelphia provided a Tribute 
specific to the achievements of PGRC from 
its founding through its championship wins in 
1966 and 1967. The document also paid 
tribute to the PGRC women who were the 
first to represent the U.S. in international 
competition. Referring to the anniversary 
reunion and the women attending, the 
Tribute, signed by Mayor James F. Kenney, 
stated, “The achievements of 50 years ago are still 
making an impact today.” Philadelphia 
Commissioner of Parks and Recreation, 
Kathryn Ott Lovell, stopped by for 
presentation of the Tribute document and for 
a visit. The original document will be housed 
at PGRC.  

Following the social hour, all who had 
gathered for the reunion walked up the Row 
to PGRC to inspect the boathouse as it stands 
today. Sophie summarized the completed  
Phase One of the restoration project and 
spoke of structural needs and plans for the 
future. Back at Pennsylvania Barge, each 
place at the table had been set with reunion 
favors, including a gold medal chocolate 
medallion and a centerpiece containing metal 

50th Anniversary of the PGRC Vichy Crew (cont.) 

1967 Vichy Opening Ceremonies 

kazoos. Each member of the 1967 Vichy team 
had been given a kazoo, which had proven to 
be quite entertaining when traveling in the 
dark ages, before smart phones. Each 
oarswoman received a gift bag, filled with 
lapel pins, commemorative posters, note 
cards and other mementos, donated by 
generous friends.  

In the days following the reunion, it was 
agreed that these old friends and teammates 
would gather every other year to recall the 
events of a half century ago that put PGRC 
on the racing map.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presentation of the City of Philadelphia’s Tribute: L to R: 
Sophie Socha, Anita (Jinx) Becker Sacco, Kathryn Ott 
Lovell, Philadelphia Commissioner of Parks and 
Recreation. (note uniformed mannequin in background) 
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Content from: 
Essie Abrams  Jinx Becker Sacco 
Cindy D’Ambrosio  Sophie Socha 
  

Braxton Scholars 

The Braxton Scholarship Committee was 
delighted to award this year's scholarships to  
Gabrielle D'Arcangelo and John Meehan at 
the PGRC members’ July meeting. 

John Meehan is awarded the Bill Braxton Jr. 
Scholarship ($2500).  John is a graduate of 
Roman Catholic High School for Boys and 
rowed for both Roman Catholic and 
Crescent Boat Club.  He served as the 
captain of the team and the stroke of the 
Varsity quad.  John will be rowing for 
Villanova University this fall. John was in 
Germany this summer, and his sister Nicole 
accepted for him.  
 

 
 
 
Gabrielle D'Arcangelo is awarded the 
William and Theresa Braxton Scholarship 
($2500).  Gabby is a graduate of The Agnes 
Irwin School.  Gabby also served as the 
captain of her team.  She will be attending 
Princeton University, where she hopes to fit 
rowing into her tight schedule. 

Congratulations and best wishes to our 
winners! 

Racing Log 

Quaker City Regatta 

4th W 4x-A: Mendez, Yudin, Hollis, Mullin 
2nd W 2x: Crowley, Smithers 
  

L to R: Emilia D'Arcangelo, winner Gabrielle D'Arcangelo, 
Paul DArcangelo, Cine Braxton, Nicole Meehan, Kelly 
Meehan, Tessa Brennan, Jennifer Braxton and Alison 
Gervasi 

Boathouse Row Glassware 

You say that all summer you’ve been drinking 
your rosé from ordinary glasses? PGRC will 
offer another sale of both old-fashioned and 
stemless wine glasses with the wonderfully 
etched Boathouse Row. Order yours on the 
steps of the club during the Head of the 
Schuylkill Regatta, October 28-29.  

Don’t miss this opportunity! 


