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Contact us via our website 
Philadelphiagirlsrowingclub.org  

≈ 
Like us on Facebook 

Philadelphia Girls Rowing Club 
 
 

Next members’ meeting 
April 5, 2018, 7:00pm 

PGRC is hosting the Boathouse 
Row Captains' meeting on Wed, 

March 28th  6:30 – 7:30pm.  
Please work out either before  

or after the meeting. 

Philadelphia Girls’ Rowing Club 
14 Kelly Drive 

Boathouse Row 
Philadelphia PA 19130 

 

 

PGRC Class of 2017 and their Big Sisters 

Maria Mendez and Alyssa Cadue  Carol Tracy 

Carmiel Brown and Deb Castellucci 

Dori Bova and Tara Murtha 

Jean Yudin and Gabriela Zoller 

Dylan Smith and Ronnie Sanchez 
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PGRC Class of 2017 and their Big Sisters (cont.) 

 

Louisa Miceli and Gina Koontz 

Bonnie Pugel and Joan Warwick 

Gina Smith and Leslie Gomez 

Karen Crowley and Molly Byberry 
Faith Goldstein and Beth Strock 

Apologies for omitting new members who were not at the Key Ceremony: 

Welcome All! 
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PGRC Masonry Project 

Under consultation with Materials 
Conservation and project manager George 
Shaeffer, PGRC is ready to begin a full 
masonry restoration with raking of joints 
by hand, re-pointing with new mortar to 
match color, texture and composition of 
the original mortar (with updated 
technology and products); masonry 
cleaning; repair of cracked stone with 
injection grouting and composite patching; 
replication of missing masonry plaque on 
the north elevation and stabilization of 
window opening on the west elevation 
prior to re-pointing. If expenses allow, we 
will also disassemble the front steps, pour 
new footings and reconstruct the masonry 
steps at the main entrance. 

The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 
Commission (PHMC) has awarded 
$80,000 to PGRC’s preservation project. 
This confirms statewide recognition of our 
club’s historic value. Keystone Historic 
Preservation Grants provide funding to 
support projects that identify, preserve, 
promote and protect historic and 
archaeological resources in Pennsylvania 
for both the benefit of the public and the 
revitalization of communities. This 
includes construction activities at resources 
listed in or eligible for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places. The 
PHMC has given us 2 years to complete 
the project.   

The club has raised over $150,000.00 
towards the project from private donations, 
including a gift from club member Anne 
Kohn and her husband Tom to re-create a 
head stone for installation above the front 
door, similar to the one removed by the 

Save the Date! 

Saturday, October 13 for a fundraiser at the 
Club, with a rain date Sunday, October 14. 

Pig roast and fun! 

Philadelphia Skating Club and Humane 
Society (prior owners of the building). 

 

 
The contractor, Knapp Masonry, will 
probably begin the work in April, after 
danger of frost, and finish by mid-July. The 
work is anticipated to begin on the front of 
the building and proceed counter clockwise 
towards the Sedgeley side, to the riverside, 
and finally the Undine side.  Work won’t 
begin on this last side until after Agnes Irwin 
has completed their season (Memorial Day), 
at which time boats will be relocated so the 
masons can erect scaffolding and complete 
the project. 

PGRC Masonry Project (cont.) 
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Keeping Oars and Sculls in Tip Top Shape 

From the folks at Concept 2 

At races throughout the year, Concept2 
CTS provides free Regatta Service for 
competitors’ oars and sculls. We’re often 
surprised at the amazingly good condition of 
older equipment that we see from caring 
coaches and rowers. Unfortunately, we’re 
equally astonished at how quickly newer 
equipment can be damaged by carelessness. 

As the spring season approaches, here are 10 
tips to help make your oars and sculls last: 

1. Create a culture of inspecting and 
cleaning equipment. It is important to catch 

damage as soon as possible; it can be 
dangerous to row with a damaged oar. 
Inspect for blade dents, shaft cracks, or 
water in the shaft. Feel for soft spots on the 
shaft; this could indicate invisible 
cracks. Clean handles and grips. Don’t 

neglect oarlocks and keep them clean and 
grit-free. 

2. Store oars and sculls in racks with 
the handles up, when possible. Avoid 

scratching blades in gravel, on concrete, and 
against docks and other hard surfaces. Blade 
damage most often occurs at the edge of the 
blade due to scuffing or hitting against 
something. 

3. Do not store your oars long-term in 
continuous sunlight. Ultraviolet light will 

eventually degrade the carbon surface and 
shorten the life of the oar. 

4. Keep an eye out for signs of wear on the 

sleeves. A worn sleeve will affect feathering, 
your roll-up, and pitch. Sleeves should be 

replaced as needed, but a clean and well-
cared for sleeve will last a long time. 

5. Transporting oars on unprotected metal 
roof racks can cause serious damage. Tie 
down oars with adequate padding, or 

use the Concept2 scull case for 
protection. 

6. If you must lay your oars and sculls on 
the ground or on a dock, lay them 
them with tips up to avoid wearing. 
Keep oars out of the way of being 
stepped on. 

7. When carrying oars to and from the 
dock, do not bundle them. This often 

leads to blades knocking against one 
another in transit, and oars are often 
dropped carelessly. Instead, carry one 
oar in each hand, or consider our Oar 
Carrier to carry four at a time. 

8. Do not push away from the dock with 
your oars. Practice pushing away as a 

crew or walking down the dock. 
9. Rowing in salt water? Rinse 

equipment after every use. Pay special 

attention to sleeves, collars and oarlocks. 
10. Encourage teammates to report any 

potential damage to equipment. Even if 

equipment does not look broken, simple 
acts such as catching a crab, hitting a 
bridge abutment, or finding a big log in 
the river may lead to damage. Many 
rowers are too embarrassed or scared to 
report collisions. Reward athletes who 
speak up. 
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PGRC Pitch Meter  
Diana Post, Editor 

Banner image from The Library Company of Philadelphia 

Content from: 
Blake Adams  Emily Davis 
Frances Cichetti  Concept 2  
Dona File   Sophie Socha 

Is it Spring? Is it Winter? 

This is the river on New Year’s Day. The rowing was cancelled for obvious reasons, but the 
party continued! Thanks to all who came with food and drink to celebrate the start of 2018. 

 


