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Contact us via our website 
Philadelphiagirlsrowingclub.org  

≈ 
Like us on Facebook 

Philadelphia Girls Rowing Club 
 
 

Your support makes 
the Preservation Project 

possible!  
Use enclosed envelope  

or visit our website. 

Philadelphia Girls’ Rowing Club 
#14 Boathouse Row 

Kelly Drive 
Philadelphia PA 19130 

 

 

You Shored Her Up 

Congratulations, PGRC members! Because 
of you, the first phase of our Preservation 
Project is complete. We have successfully 
stabilized the house's foundation, upgraded 
the boat bays and leveled the front room 
upstairs.  

We cannot thank you enough for your kind 
support and your financial generosity. With 
almost seventy percent of our membership 
contributing, we have achieved our 
construction cost goal of  $300K. For years, 
we have planned how best to preserve our 
House; we have planned how to manage such 
a project and how to solicit the necessary 

funds to make it all happen. We have made 
sound investments in important feasibility and 
engineering studies. 
Then, when some thought our preservation 
plans would remain just a dream .... our 
unified team effort came together. In 
November 2014, the Haverstick-Borthwick 
construction group began the renovation task. 
Haverstick completed the job as planned - 
without a hitch - in March 2015. The PGRC 
Facebook page provides an incredible photo 
documentation of this enormous task.  
The Boathouse has a new mat/anchor slab 
and the foundation is secure for generations  
to come.  

New boat bay waiting for our boats 

A level and spacious front room 
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PGRC Pitch Meter 
You Shored Her Up (cont.) 

Text by Ann O’Keefe Photos by Dori Bova 

Start with 16 trucks 
and 150 yards of 
concrete, for a new 
reinforced 
foundation.  

 

Then shore the building up from the new slab to 
level the first floor. Below,with detail. 
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Our members now enjoy upgraded boat 
bays, with new boat racks and bright 
new lighting. Our upstairs front room 
also received a slight facelift, with a 
leveled floor and windowsills, as a 
result of the basement repair. 

So, it's time to make merry! We will 
dedicate the new boatbays on October 
18 with friends and family. Everyone 
will see our construction achievement. 
Let’s kickoff Phase Two of the 
preservation project, focusing on the 
exterior of the boathouse. See the next 
page for more details. 

Again, our thanks to each and every 
one of you! PGRC has demonstrated 
that we are committed to our house's 
preservation, and we remain a Leader 
on the Row. 

 

PGRC Pitch Meter 

You Shored Her Up (cont.) 

Restored supporting columns with new footings Laser light to guide jacks for leveling 

Sistered joists and leveled windowsills  
in the front room 
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Material From:  
Dori Bova   Dona File 
Ann O’Keefe  Jeanne Morris 

Now that the PGRC building has a stable 
foundation, we need to make sure the walls 
are properly sealed. The Building Committee 
has determined that preservation of the 
masonry structure should be completed before 
replacing the windows or doing any interior 
work. The west side of the building has 
incurred extreme damage over time, as 
evidenced in the badly out-of-line window 
towards the front. Much of the damage was 
caused by an underground stream that was 
rediscovered during excavation for Phase 
One. 

Boat House Row is a National Historic 
Landmark, and all of the houses on Boat 
House Row are historically significant. 
PGRC is built from Wissahickon schist that is 
sealed with mortar. We have begun Phase 
Two by seeking to hire a masonry consultant. 
The consultant will analyze the mortar to 
determine the properties of the original 
mortar used in 1861 and then specify a 
sympathetic mortar, using 21st century 
technology. We’re taking these steps to ensure 
the house will last another 150 years. It’s 
critical that the mortar be compatible with the 
stones it is holding together. The wrong 
mortar could actually be too hard, and it 
might cause the stone to crack and destroy the 
exterior of the building. This is what we are 
trying to avoid.  

After 154 years of accumulated grime and 
paint, we need a masonry consultant to write 
a specification for cleaning the stone. The 
consultant will guide the careful removal of 
many patches placed over time. The services 
of a consultant are required to ensure the 
contractor is properly removing old mortar 
and installing the appropriate mortar to 

What’s Next? Mortar and Pointing 
Text by Dona File and Jeanne Morris 

Phase One construction costs: 
 
Haverstick –Borthwick       $298,870 
  change orders   $39,154 
Keast and Hood        $740 
Architects      $2,400 
Linda Schade Engineering  
 donated  services    ($3,675)  

TOTAL            $341,264 

ensure the structural integrity of the building 
itself. The consultant is also needed for 
quality control of the entire masonry 
restoration process. 

It is critical that the consultant be brought 
on board as soon as possible to detail the 
complete scope of work for this masonry 
phase, so we can develop a budget. We will 
then use the budget to raise funds for the 
next phase of the Preservation Project. If the 
exterior continues to deteriorate and the 
stone becomes structurally unstable, repairs 
will be more costly and more urgent. The 
more we delay, the more expensive the 
project will become. 

Your generosity has gotten us this far. 
Please support this Grand Old Lady as we 
begin the next phase of her preservation. 


