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Contact us via our website 
Philadelphiagirlsrowingclub.org  

 

   Like us on Facebook 
PhiladelphiaGirlsRowingClub 

Next members’ meeting 
August 2, 2018, 7:00pm 

Philadelphia Girls’ Rowing Club 
14 Kelly Drive 

Boathouse Row 
Philadelphia PA 19130 

 

 

PGRC Masonry Work 

PGRC has nearly completed a full masonry restoration with Knapp Masonry, under 
consultation with Materials Conservation and project manager George Shaeffer. This includes 
raking of joints by hand, re-pointing with new mortar to match color, texture and composition 
of the original mortar (with updated technology and products); masonry cleaning; repair of 
cracked stone with injection grouting and composite patching; replication of missing masonry 
plaque on the north elevation and stabilization of window opening on the west elevation prior 
to re-pointing. As the last part of this phase, PGRC is disassembling the front steps, pouring 
new footings and reconstructing the masonry steps at the main entrance. 

Funding was partially subsidized by a Keystone Historic Preservation Grant from the 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission. (more pictures on page 3) 

Replication of original plaque 
above the front door. 

Our grand old lady before    ... and after 
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Philadelphia Girls' Rowing Club 
FUNdraiser Event! 

Boats, Brews and BBQ 

 

Please join us for an evening of food, 
craft beer, wine, raffle, and live music. 

 
Saturday, September 15, 2018 • 5‑9pm 
The Philadelphia Girls' Rowing Club 
14 Boathouse Row, Philadelphia, PA   

 
Purchase your tickets by September 8th.  

https://www.philadelphiagirlsrowingclub.com/boats-brews-bbq/ 
 $50 per person. 

Limited amount of tickets available at the door for $65. 
Cash and credit cards will be accepted.  

  
Proceeds from the event will benefit the club’s Preservation Campaign and the ongoing efforts 

to preserve and restore the house’s architectural facade and structure. 
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Masonry contractor Verne Knapp with Materials 
Conservation consultant Kate Cowing 

Cleaned and repointed masonry.  
What a difference! Watertight. 

Generous support kept the project 
moving. 

Repointing sample 

The steps are disassembled. 

The stone awaits, while the new 
steps foundation is poured. 
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Boathouse Row Glassware 

 

Here’s a stylish way to support the 
Preservation Project!  An etched vista of 
Boathouse Row surrounds each glass. These 
glasses come in Stemless Wine, Rocks and 
Pints sizes. 

Prices: 
1 pair - $45  4 pair - $140 
2 pair - $75  5 pair - $175 
3 pair - $105  6 pair - $210  
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Spotlight: Maria Mendez 

 

Maria joined the club in 2013, thanks to 
encouragement from Jean Yudin. She is a 
nephrologist, ensuring dialysis access for 
kidney patients. For her, rowing is a good 
counterpart to her work. “It’s always 
challenging: physically of course, but also 
mentally. There’s always something to work 
on, and it’s never routine or tedious. It’s also 
calming, since you can’t think about anything 
but rowing. I just put other thoughts out of my 
head.”  

In early July, after logging more than a 
thousand miles a year, she won the lightweight 
master’s single at the Independence Day 

Regatta. “It felt really good,” Maria says. 
“Because of the handicaps, you don’t know 
where you’ve placed, even when you cross 
the line first. I stayed with my race plan. 
When I settled, I didn’t lose ground. In fact 
I moved faster, which gave me more 
confidence. It feels so good when it all 
comes together.” 

At the same regatta, she raced a composite 
masters’ 8, with rowers from PennAC. 
Three PGRC rowers competed in that boat: 
Maria, Bonnie Pugel and Linda Schade. 
Former PGRC member Claire Lefton was 
the fourth woman in the boat. They finished 
third at the Independence Day Regatta. “It’s 
good to do both events, because the 8 is so 
different from the single.” 

When it comes to appreciating PGRC, 
Maria says she likes the people the most. 
“There are all these people from different 
walks of life, and we all have rowing in 
common. I like that about medicine too, 
where many different people have our 
patients’ health in common.” People at the 
club are helpful and want to work together. 
The number of active rowers is relatively 
small, compared to the larger clubs, so the 
camaraderie built from training and rowing 
together is strong.  “Everybody is driven in 
her own way. There are no lackadaisical 
rowers.”  
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Braxton Family Scholarships 
                                                         awarded by Cine Braxton 

The 2018 Braxton Scholarship Recipients are 
hard-working; they are driven; they are 
humble.   They are representative of what is 
so great about today’s youth. Yes, they row, 
they both love being part of a team, working 
together toward a common goal much bigger 
than themselves, not seeking attention or 
accolades for all of this work. They share a 
vision for what is possible. They are truly 
inspirational. As a side note: they did not 
grow up in a vacuum – they were molded by 
parents, mentors, teachers, coaches and 
society along the way.  
 

The 2018 recipient of the Bill Braxton 
Scholarship is Ivan Jordan.   Soft-spoken and 
sweet, Ivan was our first FaceTime interview, 
so he was at home, probably in his bedroom, 
yet he wore a shirt and tie. The committee 
was impressed.  He attends and rows for St. 
Benedict’s Prep School in Newark, NJ where 
he is captain of the crew team.  
His letters of recommendation tell the story of 
what an outstanding young man Ivan is: 
“Ivan always puts the welfare of his 
community first.” “Teachers credit his 
organization, diligence, and clear-thinking for 
his success.” “[He’s] unbelievably polite, well-
mannered, always lending a helping hand.” 
Ivan will attend and row for Boston College 
this fall.   

 

Cine Braxton and Ivan Jordan 

Cine Braxton and Kathryn Kirshe 
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PGRC Pitch Meter  
Diana Post, Editor 

Banner image from The Library Company of Philadelphia 

Content from: 
Blake Adams  Cine Braxton 
Rosemarie D’Alba  Faith Goldstein  
Dona File   Sophie Socha 

Braxton Family Scholarship Awards 

The 2018 recipient of the Bill Sr. and 
Theresa Braxton scholarship is Kathryn 
“Katie” Kirshe.    Katie is a very happy, 
upbeat, confident and funny young woman, 
immediately at ease with the scholarship 
committee during her interview here at the 
boathouse.  Katie attends and rows for Villa 
Joseph Marie High School in Holland, PA. 
where she is captain of the crew team. 

Katie’s crew coach at Villa Joseph Marie 
wrote about Katie: 

“While our team is relatively new, we have 
already experienced great success on the 
water.   But more importantly we’ve had 
great success building the culture of the 
program.  That is the direct result of the 
leadership Katie has shown.  Be it working 
hard in practice or helping a teammate 
through a tough practice or day, Katie is 
there to help them.  She is the kind of 
teammate and leader that always has a 

word of encouragement, a smile, or a pat 
on the back for you.  She just seems to 
know how to lead women and that is an 
invaluable trait to have.  We have been 
lucky to have her on the Villa team. She 
has helped set a culture that expects 
excellence.  We define excellence as working 
hard, doing the best you can, and growing 
as a young woman.   We believe if you do 
those things, good things will happen”  - 
John Musial. 

Katie’s humility, with a special compassion 
for those caught in a cycle of homelessness, is 
leading Katie to an education in nursing. 
Katie will attend Georgetown in the fall. 

 

Braxton Scholarship Committee: Essie Abrams, Cine 
Braxton, Faith Goldstein, Ivan, Katie, Liz Bergen. 
Missing: Karen Crowley, Dori Bova, Cindy D’Ambrosio, 
Alice Donnelly, Alison Braxton Gervasi. 

In Memoriam 

Sadly, PGRC lost two long-time and beloved 
members this year.  
Janet Christman joined in 2002 and served as a 
Board member.  
Petra Hoeschle joined in 1998 and was a quietly 
enthusiastic member, rowing in the daybreak 
hours. 
Both have requested that gifts in their memory be 
made to PGRC’s Preservation Fund. 


